Origin of the Vedanta.

Nor is Schopenhauer by any means the only
authority who speaks in such rapturous terms of
the ancient philosophy of India, more particularly
of the Vedanta Philosophy,,

Sir William Jones, no mean authority as an
oriental as well as a classical scholar, remarks
6 that it is impossible to read the Vedanta or the
many fine compositions in illustration of it, without
believing that Pythagoras and Plato derived their
sublime theories from the same fountain with the
sages of India/ (Works, Calcutta ed., i. pp. 20,
125, 127.) It is not quite clear whether Sir
William Jones meant that the ancient Greek
philosophers borrowed their philosophy from
India, If he did, he would find few adherents
in our time, because a wider study of mankind
has taught us that what was possible in one
country, was possible in another also. But the
fact remains nevertheless that the similarities
between these two streams of philosophical
thought in India and in Greece are very startling,
nay sometimes most perplexing,

Victor Cousin, the greatest among the historians
of philosophy in France, when lecturing at Paris